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SEMINARY REORGANIZATION 


Lutheran missionary Tom Lee, in a Hongkong letter dated Dec. 19, has sent con- 
siderably more information about the reorganization of the theological seminaries of 
China (See Bulletins 16, 17, and 18). The reorganization was planned at a conference held 
at Central Theological Seminary, Shanghai, on August 25-29, with 46 delegates present, 
distributed as follows: 1. Participating seminaries: Nanking 8, Central 2, China Baptist 
2, Ling Hsiu Hsueh Yuan (probably Kiangwan) 1, Fukien Union 3, Cheeloo 2, North China 
(Wusil) 2,, Kiangsu Baptist (Chinkiang) 1, South Fukien 1, China Evangelical Bible 
College (Associate of CIM) 3, 2. Other seminaries: Yenching 1, Chungking 1, Canton 2, 
Central Chinal. 3. Preparatory Committee of the Oppose-America Aid-Korea Three 
Self Reform Movement of the Christian Church in China 16 (out of the original member- 
ship of 25 in that committee). The Conference began with separate Seminary reports, 
which showed the following problems: lack of funds, lack of students, inadequate teaching 
materials, lack of professors, no future for the graduating students, etc. On the last day 

the Conference, after a report by H. H. Tsui on the reform of the Jesus Home Church 
“d two speeches by government officials, the findings of the Conference were summet 
» by Tien Feng Assistant Editor Li Ch’u-wen, and the Conference closed with a 


Communion rvice conducted by Bishop Shen Tzu-kao. 


The Conference decided to open a united seminary on the campus of Nanking 
Theological Seminary. The following rules were adopted: — 


1, The aim of this seminary shall be to nurture spiritual life, study the Bible, 
raise the level of understanding on national loyalty, prepare workers for the New Church 
in China who will serve the people, and press forward the Three Self Reform Movement. 


2. General Principles. 


(1) The Old and New Testament revelations shall be the basis of faith of the 
United Theological Seminary. 
(2) The plans for the —— methods and the livelihood of UTS shall be in 
accordance with the Common am adopted by the PPCC, which shall be the 
foundation for professors and students. 

(3) UTS accepts and submits to the leadership of the Preparatory Committee 
of the Oppose-America Aid-Korea, Three Self Reform Movement of the 
Christian Church in China. 

(4) In respect to denominational differences, UTS receives all groups, honoring 
each, with the understanding that each group is willing to learn from the others. 
(5) UTS is prepared to accept the forms and customs of all denominations, 
recognizing the various gifts and work of the Spirit in each. We honor and are 
willing to study the history, organization, foundations, liturgy, etc., of the 
various groups. 


3. Arrangements and Methods. 
“ . - of the original Seminaries of East China voluntarily agree to cooperate 
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(2) The name shall be United Theological Seminary (or, Chinling Union P| 

| Theological Seminary). 
: (3) UTS shall have a Graduate School for college graduates, a Theology School 
z for high school graduates, a Bible School for Junior High graduates, as well as 
selective courses and special short courses. 
(4) In accordance with Points 4 and 5 of the General Principles, the practice 
preaching and services shall be of such a character that the teachings and posi- 
tions of the various denominations shall be honored and respected. 
(5) UTS, in keeping with the principle of self-support, shall be responsible for 
its own finances, securing them from the Christians and the Churches of the 
uniting Seminaries. If there are financial difficulties, the Seminary can appeal 
to the Preparatory Committee for funds. 
(6) The Board of Directors of UTS shall be elected by the Preparatory 
Committee, with consideration to the cooperating Seminaries and the different 
denominations. 
i (7) Students in the various Seminaries at the present time shall be eligible for 
entrance into UTS to continue their studies according to their Qualifications. 
| (8) Qualified professors and workers shall be chosen from the cooperating 
Seminaries for the faculty of UTS. 
i (9) From the staffs and workers of the former seminaries, the new staff shall 
be chosen as needed. 
| (10) UTS shall be located on the campus of Nanking Theological wren spf 

(11) The above plans have been passed upon by the Board of Directors of UTS, 
| who have been chosen by the Preparatory Committee (of the Oppose-etc.). 


The Board of Directors is made up as follows: Chairman Y.T. Wu; Vice- 
Chairmen Dr. Andrew C.Y. Cheng and Chia Yu-ming; Secretary sing Ree 
(Episcopal); Directors Ting Yu-chang (North China), Shen Tzu-kao (Central), Marcia 
Wang (Nanking), Li Ch’u-wen (Tien Feng), Wu Tzu-chung (China Baptist), Lin Kuan-jung 
(Fukien Union), Kao T’ien-hsi (South Fukien), H.H. Tsui (CCC), Han Pi-te (Hangchow 
Chinese Theol. Sem.), Liu Liang-mo (YMCA), Chao Hung-hsiang (Congregational Church), 
Yu Ai-feng, Lin Yi-hsuan, Ch’en Che-min, Huang Pei-jung, Hsu Ju-lai, (connections of the 
last five unknown). From the above list it seems likely that Dr. Andrew C.Y. Cheng, who 
has been president of Nanking Theological Seminary, will continue as president of the new 
Seminary, though nothing has been said as yet in the news items about the personnel of 
the new administration. 4) 


The inaugural service was held in the Han Chung Church, Nanking, on Nov. 1. 
Andrew Cheng was Chairman, and Y.T. Wu gave the principal address, in which he 


stressed the following four points: We must lay firm hold on the Truth of Christ. We ( 
must unite on the basis of the Common Program. We must subordinate individualism and 
personal freedom to the need of perme one body in Christ. We must guard against the 
intrigues of imperialism. In the midst of the inaugural service the audience was thrilled 

by hearing a telegram read announcing that the Government had approved the application 

for registration of the new school. 


The 105 students enrolled in this Seminary are distributed by denominations as 
follows: CCC 27; Episcopal 21; = wy Churches 19; Methodist 16; Disciples 2; World- 
wide Evangelistic Mission (Chung Kuo Pu Tao Hui) 10; Local independent congregations 3; 
: and one each from CIM, Church of God, Lutheran, Free Methodist, Presbyterian, Bethel, ' 
and Spiritual Food Church (Ling Liang). 


The equipment of the uniting Seminaries is rapidly being brought together at 
Nanking. On ‘the opening day the furniture of the North China Seminary arrived from 
Wosih>, and 8,000 volumes from St. John’s library had‘arrived by the first week in 

ovember. 


Two half days a week are given to political studies. 


In a message to the Chinese Church, the new Seminary has a special word for 
the graduates of the uniting Seminaries. “‘You must not be sorrowful, thinking that your 
mother school has been blotted out. But rather you must know that your school has ex- 
panded into a greater, more beautiful and more useful institution. You are now considered 
as graduates of Chinling Union Theological Seminary.’ 


The geographical limits of this merger are those of the East China Military and 
Administrative Committee. The other six administrative areas in China are expected to 
carry out a similar merging, though several references seem to indicate that Chinling 
has a sort of national status as a Seminary. 
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P Di E NOVEMBER HSIEH CHIN 


chool The November number of Hsieh Chin has been increased to 56 pages. The three 
subjects of major concern in this number are Sino-Soviet Friendship Month, The Peace 
Conference, ani Lingnan University Reform, but more than half the space is given to the 


Ze. second subject, the Peace Conference. After lengthy articles by Kuo Mo-jo and Ling Yung- 
-_ wu, many pages are given to statements y the representatives of the 1ifferent countries. 
= for Comments on the Conference by Chinese Christians inclule statements from Bishops 
. Robin Chen and Michael Chang, Miss Hsieh Cheng ormerly McTyeire School), YW Sec. 
peal Cora Teng, and Luther Shao. The Conference inspired one contributor to the following 
poem: 

In Kunming Lake there is a boat 
ent Made of stone. 

All the sails in China 
fer Feel today the new breezes; 
. It is only this solitary boat 
, That does not move. 


Twelve pages are given to the Lingnan University Retorm, but nothing is written 
hall from the specifically Chrtetian point of view. All of ay quoted from the Canton Southern 
Daily. Many of the missionary teachers are attacked, but there is little said about the 
ITS Chinese teachers. Ch’en Yung-ling, Miss Yang Hsiu-chen, and Ch’in Kuang-yu are 
4 referred to as requiring specially thorough-going confessions, but they evidently made it 
to the satisfaction of everyone concerned. These are the same three who according to a 
Hongkong newspaper reported on in the Dec. 1 Bulletin have been sent to a labor camp. 
This quotation in the Hsieh Chin is much earlier, from the Southern Daily for Sept. 1. It 
seems clear that the attitude towards these three teachers was at that time quite favor- 
. able. Of course the attitude could have changed during the following month, but in view of 
ng the notoriously unreliable nature of the reports in the Hongkong newspapers, it is possible 
that the labor camp story should be discounted. 


tthe 
t 
who MISSIONARY NEWS 
7 A letter from Jens L, Hogsgaard, who was missionary of the DMS in Manchuria 
? 4) rom 1929 to 1947, gives us more accurate information about the Danish woman mission- 
y still operating in Manchuria. She is Miss Ellen Nielson, born 1871, who arrived in 
China in 1898 and became a Chinese citizen in the twenties. The Japanese recognized her 
as a Manchurian citizen, and now the Communist regime has recognized her as a Chinese 
, citizen. Letters from her reach Denmark regularly, which are full of praise and thanks 
; 4 to God that He still allows her to be in His service in the land of her adoption. She is the 
: 9 only Danish missionary, and as far as is known, the only Protestant missionary in 
led Manchuria now. 
jon Miss Irene Moore, United Church of Canada missionary, formerly in South China, 
has now returned to Hongkong for the a goo | Mission to Lepers. She is living on the 
. little leper island of May Ling Chow, about an hour’s ride by launch from the Hongkong 
harbor. 
Ag Miss Margaret Brown (United Church of Canada and Christian Literature Society) 
’ ' writes from Hongkong Nov. 25: “This week I had the great Joy of seeing the first issue 
of the children’s ‘‘Happy Childhood’’ come from the press.’ 
| CHURCH NEWS 
Catholic and Protestant delegates to the Peace Conference in Peking held dis - 
cussion meetings on October 18, each _— Gore with Chinese fellow-churchmen. 
The Catholic delegates from Chile, Colombia, Equador, Mexico anid Costa Rica met in the 
North Church with the following Chinese: Assistant Bishop Li Chun-wu, Reform Chair- 
man Hsieh Ssu-chun, North Church Priest Sung Ching-shan, St. Joseph’s Convent repre- 
rl sentative Wei Hsiu-ming, who reported to the delegates on the prosperous condition of 
us the Catholic Church in China since liberation, told of their earnest desire for peace, ani 
- - answered questions asked by the delegates. The Protestant delegates met with the Three- 
ler self-Chairman Y.T. Wu, North China Congregational pastor Wang Tzu-chung, Chungking 
Seminary President Marcus Chen, and Yenching School of emg any Dean Newton Chiang, 
d who told the delegates of the complete religious liberty under Communist govern- 
to ment, and answered their questions. 


; Liu yy was Chinese delegate to the 6th Congress of the Christian Demo- 
’ Union, held in Berlin on October 16. While there he attended the 450th anniversary 


celebration of the founding of Martin Luther University. He brought back a flag of the J 
Christian Democratic Union, presented by Otto Nuschke and G. Dertinger, Chairman and 
Vice-chairman of the Union, to the Christian Reform Committee of China. The Peking 
despatch Joes not say how the Christian rmovement in China was able to finance such an 


expensive trip. 


The Christian Endeayor handbook for 1953 was in the = and would be ready 
for distribution shortly, according to a statement by Rev. Yu Shu-hsun in the Nov. Hsieh 
Cnin. It can be secured from the fourth floor of Missions Building, 169 Yuan Ming Yuan 
Roai, at a rate of ¥5,000. per half year. Rev. Yu noted that the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 
1952 had had to be reprinted six times. 


A news item on the political studies of the churches of Ch’ing-chiang in North 
Kiangsu states that the churches there, Presbyterian, China Inland Mission, Seventh Day 
Advent, Assemblies of God, True Jesus Church, and the Little Flock are now, under the 
leadership of the Three Self Reform Committee, united into one, and no longer keep up 
denominational differences. 


The Hunan Three Self Reform Committee has officially visited the counties of I- 
yang, Hsiang-ying, P’ing-chiang, Shao-yang, Yuan-chiang, Ning-hsiang, and Hsiang-t’an, 
strengthening the political consciousness of the churches there. On September 8, in co- 
operation with the Provincial Religions Bureau andthe Reform Committee of the 
Catholic Church, they began work in South Hunan, especially in Ling-ling and Heng-yang. 
At Ling-ling an Anti-imperialism Exhibition was viewed by 8,163 persons in three days, 
and Catholics ani Protestants joined in a denunciation meeting aimed especially at the 
Catholic priest Ai K’e-li. At Hengyang the visiting committee, which included pastors, 
Biblewomen, priests, convent superiors, Reform Committee representatives and laymen, 
was feasted by Mayor Mao, who expressed his great interest in the Reform Movement. 


Representatives from 24 church units in Hoch’ iu County, Anhwei, met on October 
26. Over 300 persons joined in a street parade in demonstration of their unity. 


Foochow Christians met on October 24 to celebrate the second anniversary of the 
Volunteer Army in Korea. Chen Chih-mei JQimmy Ding) was Chairman. Two pastors 
whose sons are in the army in Korea, Lin Ching-an and Yu Tuan-lin, were especially | 


honored. 


Meachang Christians met on Sept. 21 to celebrate the second anniversary of the 
Reformed Church. Program Chairman was Louis Tsai (Tsai Chih-ch’uang); Chairman 
of the Committee was Liu P’ing-keng, Vice-Chairmen Nieh Tzu-ying and Cheng Hsi-chi. 
The meeting was held in the Methodist New People s Church. The morning worship 
service was held in two places, in the north part of the city in the Episcopal Hung Tao 
Church, in the south part in the Nanchang Christian Church. The service in the north 
combined Episcopal and Methodist elements; the pastors in dignified robes followed the 
choir in processional and recessional. Rev. Nieh Tzu-ying presided, Rev. Liu P’ing- 
keng preached, and then Rev. Hua wae led in a Communion Service. In the other 
service Rev. Yu Pao-lo presided, and Fang Tzu-kuang preached. It is reported that 742 
Nanchang Christians have signed the Manifesto, or about 74% of the total number of 


Christians in Nanchang. 


GENERAL NEWS 


A Hong Kong paper (Nov. 19) notes the return of Dr. Hu Shih to Taiwan. Just 
what he is to do there was not stated. 


PRAYER 
O Thou who openest the door upon a new year and callest us to the adventure of 
discipleship: 


Steady the hands of the members of the church in China as they reach 
forward to accomplish finer ieeds, ani equip their wills with power 
from thine inexhaustible enery. Make them sensitive to the needs of 
the people around them; and grant them grace to choose each day the 
path where they can be sure of the radiant com anionship, following 
Him whose way is the truth, and to obey whom is life eternal, our 
Master Jesus Christ. 
Adapted from John Wallace Suter, Dec. 1952. gg 


